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FOREV/ORD

In writing this history of the Richmond Public Librar;r,

l telt it necessary to trace very briefly the library movement in the City of Richmond up to and including the final
drive for a Public Library.
Yueh of the material on the early developement ot a
public librar," is to be f'ound in newspaper articles. I have
not attempted to conduct a thorough and exhaustive perusal.

of such material, as so much of it is, although fa.intl7
connected with the early developement ot the Institution
now known as the Richmond Public Library, beyond the scope
of m:y purpose.
I must confess that I have not only acquired a compre•
hensiTe knowledge of the beginning and operation of' the
Richmond .Public Library, but I have received a good a.mount
of personal satisfaction and pleasure as well.

If I ba.ve succeeded in contributing some desirable
facts for future writers in this field, I must necessarily
give credit to the aid l have received, not only trom the
available material• but mainly to Jliaa. Mary Garland, member

of the Library Staf'f' since its inception, who has given me
helpful hints and innumerable facts; to Miss. Ethel Nolin,

reference librarian, who has also been kind enough to converse with me concerning my work; and. lastly to the advice

